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implies a similar conception of Lull whose 'attention was
directed particularly to the Saracens, whom it had been in
vain attempted to subdue entirely in the Crusades by the
power of the sword'.1 Although Ramon Lull is truly
regarded as a mystic philosopher and writers are often
tempted not to interpret his words literally, a closer examin-
ation of his works and his career reveals that he had a
genuine and earnest desire to promote an armed crusade
against the Saracens.
It is true that during an early period, Lull's efforts were
centred on missionary plans. But in the year 1294, be-
tween 13 November and 10 December, he appeared at
Naples with a Tetitio Raymundi pro conversione infidelium
ad Coelestinum W The first aim of the petition was
indeed to persuade Celestine V to adopt a new missionary
policy,3 especially among the Tatars who, he fears, might
be won by either Saracen or Jew and thus become a very
grave menace to Christendom, Nevertheless, his appeal
ends with an outstanding statement on the project for
crusade. Not only the Holy Land, he says, but also
Muslim territories in general must be invaded by force of
arms,4 On 13 December 1294, however, Celestine V
relinquished the papal tiara to become a hermit and thus
Lull's petition came to nothing. Soon after the election
of Boniface VIII (1294-1303), he followed the new Pontiff
to Rome in 1295 an^ succeeded in having an audience
with him. It was probably at this time that he submitted
to Boniface the *Petitio pro recuperatione Terrae Sanctae
et pro conversione infideliumV where he puts forward the
same main proposals as in the preceding petition. He
begins by indicating the numerical superiority of the un-
believers to the Christians,0 It is essential that the Church
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